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Difficulty was experienced in handling the 


situation due in part to the fact that I 

had not been consulted on the earlier developments 
of the case and had not taken part in any of the 
negotiations with the Department of Justice. (See 
Appendix B.) 


b. Additional difficulty was experienced because 
instructions and briefings were received at various 
times from a variety of officials of the Agency includ- 
ing the Deputy Director, Deputy Di reetor/lnt elli sence , 
and the Inspector General on occasion relayed through 
Assistant Director for Operations and the Legal Staff, 
the situation improved when the Legal Staff finally 
became the main channel. 


c* Any situation which would tend to expose the 
Agency or any portion of its operations to scrutiny or 
authority outside the Executive Branch of the Government 
is highly explosive no matter how small the originating 
Item may seem. Our many experiences with the Legisla- 
tive Branch indicate that most disputes with Congress 
can be brought to a satisfactory compromise resolution. 
The I base demonstrates that the Judicial Branch 

is far less susceptible of approach for satisfactory 
solutions. 


d. While the inability to convince the Court on 
the points of law constitutes failure to achieve the 
basic Agency aim# the fact that the witnesses refused 
to testify for the prosecution and were not called in 
rebuttal has maintained the relationship of the Contacts 
Division to its sources in a manner which the Division 
states is satisfactory for future intelligence production. 
The effect of the jail sentence cannot be determined 
until the question of appeal or executive clemency is 
determined. 


h. BECOJ^FKDATIOHS. 

a. Since the General Counsel is responsible for 
the conduct of all strictly legal matters arising out 
of the official business of the Agency, the General 
Counsel must be recognised as having authority, subject 
only to the Director’s instructions, to inform hiss elf, 
and to advise and make recommendations, on legal problems 
mad the legal aspects of problems arising within the 
Agency. 
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fe. when * probles primarily legal is nature arises 
such as involvement of the Agency in the Courts, General 
Counsel should be the point of coordination and the sals 
channel for liaison and information. 


5 . 


o» In any situation which might involve the Agency 
or its operations in Courts of law, the Agency should be 
prepared to take extraordinary measures to avoid its sub- 
jection to the authority of the Courts. 


AGTI0I TAKEN. —General Counsel has been and will be pr*P® r ®f ^ 
undertake the responsibilities and authorities set forth 

above* 


L&WEESCE R. HOUSTON 
General Counsel 
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